
THE FINNISH BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIA-
TION notes that bees have been kept as 
farm animals in Finland ever since  
the 18th century. Curator and artist Ulla 
Taipale says that bees get stressed and 
suffer from intensive farming methods 
just like other production animals. 

Taipale leads the Melliferopolis pro-
ject together with Austrian artist and 
researcher Christina Stadlbauer.  
In Finland, this project was launched in 
2012 as part of Aalto University’s bio-
logical art programme Biofilia. The aim 
is to bring bees into urban environments, 
increase encounters between bees and 
people, and, through the means of art, 
improve knowledge and appreciation of 
bees. 

“We want to highlight what would be 
lost if these pollinators were to disap-
pear,” Taipale says. 

The project has built different kinds  
of beehives in the Helsinki region,  
at the Kaisaniemi Botanic Garden and  
the Otaniemi campus, for example. In 
summer 2016, a bee runway, i.e. an eight-
metre-long flowerbed, was added to  
a hive in Tarja Halonen Park. The run-
way was soon buzzing with a multitude  
of pollinators, winning over the hearts  
of local residents.

“When done in accordance with  

the principles of sustainable develop-
ment, beekeeping aims to boost the well-
being of bees and people alike instead of 
just maximising the efficiency of honey 
production. A balanced urban environ-
ment has to have green areas, and bees 
are necessary for plants.”

Bees are of course more than just  
flowerbed decorations. Taipale says that 
if bee colonies were to collapse, Finland 
would lose at least its blueberry, apple, 
cherry and courgette harvests. Around 
the world, crops like almonds and cocoa 
would be lost.

“Bees have already disappeared in 
some regions of China, forcing humans 
to pollinate fruit trees by hand. It’s slow 
work and raises the price of fruit.”

One way to protect bees would be to 
reintroduce them to urban life. Bees 
should not, however, be seen only as mak-
ers of honey, but as a lifeline for many 
plants.

Bees are also the focus of many  
prejudices and fears, and they are often 
confused with wasps. The Mellifero-
polis project has nevertheless already 
achieved results: 

“At the start of the project, we had to 
persuade officials to allow us to place 
hives in the urban area, but now they are 
in high demand.” •

Bee appreciation

35% OF THE WORLD’S 
CULTIVATED CROPS 
ARE DEPENDENT ON 
POLLINATORS.
IPES – INTERGOVERNMENTAL  
SCIENCE-POLICY PLATFORM ON 
BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM 
SERVICES

VIDEO: Art installation 
transforms bee buzz  
into music.
http://bit.ly/2FOSRAs
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